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Second year radiography students attended the annual 
Iowa Student Conference April 4-6, 2017.  Approximately, 
250-300 students from five states attend this annual event.  
All Trinity students entered a scientific research exhibit into 
competition.  Our program has a strong history of success, 
and this year swept the Scientific Research Exhibit Awards.  
Taylor Rodruck won first place for “Stroke: Time Lost is Brain 
Lost”;  Anna Nachez, Tiffany Fancher, and Meghan Ferkel all 
tied for second place!  Anna’s exhibit was “Osteomyelitis,” 
Tiffany’s was “Polycystic Ovary Syndrome,” and Meghan’s 
was “Tomosynthesis.”  There was more than 60 entries in the 
competition. Congratulations on a job well done!

Radiography Students Excel

Taylor Rodruck

Tiffany Fancher

Anna Nachez

Meghan Ferkel
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Hallmarks of a Trinity College Graduate

Trinity College faculty and staff have begun conversations regarding the hallmarks of a Trinity 
College graduate. What are the characteristics that signify an individual is a graduate of Trinity 
College of Nursing & Health Sciences? By asking this question, my intent is not to elicit a 
response that defines the characteristics of a nursing graduate or a radiography graduate or 
a respiratory care graduate. The intent of this question is to engage in a dialogue that moves 
the Trinity College campus toward a truly inclusive environment. In this inclusive College 
environment, predecessor program or discipline of study is not viewed as something that 
separates the rich and diverse groups that make up the alumni of Trinity College. Rather, it is 
an environment where each student believes their contributions to the College community 
and the rich and diverse background they bring to the educational endeavor are of great value 
regardless of program of origin, discipline of study, or area of professional practice. 

Over the past four years, I have discussed the importance and significance of our predecessor 
schools in securing a strong and vibrant foundation upon which Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences has been built and expanded. Today, Trinity College offers degrees ranging 
from associates to masters level. The College has programs of very high quality in the health 
sciences disciplines of radiography and respiratory care. Nursing offers both undergraduate 
and graduate degree opportunities. The number of bachelors degrees awarded on an annual 
basis is at the highest point in all of the College’s history, and these graduates are highly 
sought by employers. As you can see, Trinity College continues to build upon our foundation of 
high quality programs in the disciplines of health sciences and nursing.
 
In this edition of the Pulse, I discuss the College’s heritage or history for a reason. To 
accomplish the ambitious goal of ‘total inclusivity’ on our campus, I will need your help. Here 
is my ‘ask’ of you as an alum of Trinity College. Think about what it is that identifies you as a 
Trinity College or predecessor school graduate. What makes you stand out from other health 
care professionals in your profession? If you are no longer working, think back to the days 
when you were engaged in professional practice. What was it that made you stand out from 
the graduates of other programs? I would like to hear your thoughts on this question. What are 
the characteristics that signify an individual is a graduate of Trinity College of Nursing & Health 
Sciences? Email me your thought at Tracy.Poelvoorde@trinitycollegeqc.edu . 

I am excited to hear what the past graduates of our program believe makes them stand above 
the graduates of other nursing and health sciences schools, colleges, or universities. And I will 
most certainly be updating you on the findings of our inquiry into the hallmarks of a Trinity 
College graduate.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Pulse. I look forward to seeing all alumni at the September 
Alumni Weekend event.
 

With Respect,

 

Chancellor

Tracy Poelvoorde
Chancellor 
Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences
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Hello Fellow Alumni 
Hello Fellow Alumni:
I read a magazine article recently that strongly suggested that readers reframe their thinking 
on the topic of spring cleaning. The writer urged readers (me, specifically?) to consider spring 
cleaning as a chance to come to completion with those projects around the house that remain 
in the undone state. HUMPF. 

When I look at it that way, I have plenty of spring cleaning to do.  First on my list is a 
commitment to weed out and organize all of my family photos.  There are photos in boxes 
and in albums of mine and my husbands’ great grandparents, our grandparents, our nuclear 
family photos and of course, after 43 years of marriage, the Mike and Lenore Knock family 
photos.

While in the midst of it all, look at what I found!  Here are two photos from my Respiratory 
Therapy Class of 1974.  The one of the left is my backside (sorry) demonstrating the Bennett 
PR1.  The photo on the right is my graduating class and includes classmates John Viviani, 
Rosemary VanHulle, Marcia Smith, Steve Rhodes, Carolyn Serre, Curt Duncan, me with the 
big smile, Pat McLaughlin, Gary Whitcanack, and Dr. Joseph Bourque handing Carolyn her 
diploma.

Another good outcome of spring cleaning is that I am fondly reminded of those classmates 
who have passed. As a special note, we sadly say good-bye to Charles McKnight, RRT, who 
created the Respiratory Therapy program at Lutheran Hospital.

If culling old photographs isn’t on your spring cleaning list, I highly recommend that you 
consider the items below to see if anything resonates with you: 

• Conduct your annual resume update to reflect the previous year’s accomplishments 
and to capture your recent continuing education efforts.

• Give yourself some quiet reflection time by considering the following, “What about your 
job makes you happy?”  Then, go ahead and investigate career-ladder opportunities 
around your answer to that important question.

• Build on your strengths and set new goals for this phase of your life. What if you are 
uncertain about what your strengths are at this stage in your career?  Then, I suggest 
pulling up Amazon and ordering Tom Rath’s Strengths Finder 2.0.  It includes a code to 
access an easy online strengths assessment. Give great consideration to your results.

• Evaluate your participation in community service activities and ramp it up….or down.

Regardless of which project you select, just be certain to choose something.  For as we all 
know, there is no time like the present.  Remember the plan-do-check-act model for carrying 
out change.  Now is your time!

 ALUMNI COORDINATOR

Lenore Knock
Director of Student Services 
and External Relations 
Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences
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Welcome New Dean
Teresa M. Wischmann, DNP, RN joined us as Dean of Nursing and Health Sciences at Trinity 
College on a cold day in early January.  With five months under her belt, she is starting to feel 
at home here on campus.

Dr. Wischmann’s educational background includes an earned Bachelor’s degree from Indiana 
University-Purdue University Indianapolis with a concentration in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences.  Upon graduation, she worked on a psychiatric unit at a local hospital.  

After enjoying this immensely, she decided to do more, and she enrolled in a nursing program 
at Ivy Tech Community College. While at ITCC, the program and faculty inspired her to 
become a Nurse Educator. From then on, continuing her education became a priority. From 
her Associate of Science in Nursing from Excelsior College, to her Master of Science in Nursing 
from Walden University,  to a post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Nursing Administration 
from Kaplan University, and then on to a Doctorate of Nursing Practice with a focus on 
Education and Leadership from Touro University, Nevada.  

Prior to joining us at Trinity College, Dr. Wischmann was the Director of Systematic Evaluation 
and Quality Improvement in Nursing for Ivy Tech Community College.  In that position, 
she was responsible for the oversight of the nursing program’s educational outcomes, 
accreditation, and continuous quality improvement for 14 regions, which included 24 
campuses.  She has experience teaching at all levels of undergraduate nursing education 
in addition to a variety of clinical/practice settings with mental health and gerontological 
nursing.  

Dr. Wischmann and her husband have four daughters, three cats, and a dog [all are still in 
Indianapolis. When asked to compare Indianapolis with the Quad Cities, she replied, “The 
traffic here is nonexistent compared to what we have in Indianapolis, so my family will be 
happy about that.” She’s adjusting to being without them just as, they too, are adjusting to 
dad being in charge of all of the kids’, the schedules, lunches, etc.

Her goals include learning more about the programs Trinity College offers and examining 
current practices and established processes for improvement and problem-solving, where 
needed. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Wischmann and watch us as she explores new 
initiatives to attract and retain students.

Teresa Wishmann
Dean of Nursing and 
Health Sciences 
Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences

May 1, 2017 to June 6, 2017
UnityPoint Health - Trinity, Rock Island Campus Library
Monday – Thursday 
10:00am to 6:00pm

Native Voices survey
http://www.trinitycollegeqc.edu/native-voices-survey.aspx

Website
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nativevoices/index.html
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Transitions 
We extend a partial farewell to Diana Werderman, MSEd, RT(R), Program Coordinator, 
Assistant Professor in the Radiography Department and Program Coordinator in the 
Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences. Diana will retire as the Program Coordinator for the 
Radiography Technology program at the conclusion of this academic year.

Diana started at Trinity College in 1992 as a Clinical Instructor with the RT Program, which 
was the best job ever!  She earned a certificate from Kewanee Public Hospital School of X-ray 
Technology. She continued her education at Black Hawk College until transferring to St. 
Joseph’s College of Maine to earn her Bachelor of Science Degree.  As a life-long learner, Diana 
advanced her education by earning her Master’s Degree in Education and Interdisciplinary 
Studies from Western Illinois University.

During her time as a Clinical Instructor, Diana was active in the merger of Franciscan Medical 
Center’s and United Medical Center’s Radiography Programs.  The program shifted from a 
diploma to an AAS degree program under the umbrella of Trinity College.

When asked about her legacy, Diana shared that she started four new clinical sites and our 
CT and CVI clinical internship programs. Then in 2011, she was charged with investigating the 
Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences program which included hosting  focus groups with the 
then Dean of Nursing and Health Sciences, Tracy Poelvoorde. Along with Dana Boomershine, 
a former Respiratory Care Program Coordinator, the two developed the curriculum plan for 
the new program and then, along with Marcie Davis, a former faculty member, wrote the 
BSHS course work.  This May 2017 will be the third year we have had BSHS graduates!

The good news is that Diana will remain as faculty within the Bachelor of Science in Health 
Sciences Program.  So her partial retirement plans are to grow the enrollment in the BSHS 
program, spend more time with her family in both the QCA and Arizona, and to read, kayak, 
practice yoga, and travel. As she reflects back on her time in the classroom, she fondly 
remembers students who make her laugh every day, and she admires and is inspired by their 
motivation.  Diana proudly states that, “Students are like family to me!”

Diana Werderman
Program Coordinator of 
Radiography Department 
and Bachelor of Science in 
Health Sciences
Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences
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Transitions 
We extend a fond, early farewell to Assistant Professor in Nursing, Laurie Schultz, MSN, RN. 
Laurie started teaching at the College in 2005, having earned her nursing diploma in 1981 
from Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses, her BSN in 1989 from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, and her MSN in 2004 from the University of Phoenix.  

Laurie has taught both classroom and clinical; primarily with the first-year nursing students 
as well as the Professional Issues course and Community Health Nursing.  Additionally, she 
taught the Critical Care elective.  As always, while teaching at the College, Laurie continued 
to practice and worked PRN at UnityPoint Health - Trinity in the ED and as a Patient Care 
Supervisor. 

Laurie’s legacy includes, in addition to coordinating and teaching the HCE (high school career 
exploration class & clinical) for Illinois and Iowa high school students, her instrumental role in 
helping implement the BSN Accelerated program here at Trinity College.  In fact, she fondly 
remembers teaching this group their entire first year of nursing curriculum during their first 
three months in the program!  When asked what Laurie recalls most about her students over 
the years, she replies, “ I love seeing my former students practicing at the medical center and 
role modeling wonderful practice for our current students. It is so great to see how these 
students have grown into competent practitioners and caring nurses.”

As Laurie reflects on colleagues here at Trinity College, she feels that each faculty and staff 
member are outstanding in their roles. “They truly care about the students and do all they can 
every day to help students be successful. This is what separates us from other programs. 

And what prompts her to leave us here at Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences?   

In Laurie’s own words, “I have truly enjoyed teaching but my love has always been nursing 
practice and caring for patients and families. Becoming an Advanced Practice Nurse has 
always been a goal of mine, and the time was finally right. I started a 60-credit hour Post 
Master’s Certificate, Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) program in August of 2015 and will finish 
my course work and clinical (640 hours) on May 9th, 2017. I plan to take the AANP certification 
exam as soon as possible and then become licensed in Illinois and Iowa. I have accepted a 
position as an APN in the UnityPoint Health - Trinity three emergency departments.”

However, there is good for us left behind, as Laurie plans to stay adjunct faculty at Trinity 
College teaching online in the BSN program.  Whew!

Laurie Schultz
Assistant Professor, Nursing 
Department 
Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences

Apply 
Online 

NOW

YOUR next career step... 
MSN - Nursing Education

Advanced Nursing Degree Available Online

We give busy nurses like you the opportunity to pursue an advanced 
degree. Our master program track ensures a real-world education 
from real-world health care experts.

Join Alumni like Megan Neal in continuing your education today.

Megan Neal 
MSN RNC-NIC, IBC LC 

Instructor, Nursing Department
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Advanced Radiology Radiography Technology 
Student Scholarship

• Savanna Flowers
• Anna Nachez
• Taylor Rodruk
• Rachel Ryder

Agnes Pauline Swanson Memorial Scholarship

• Kristin Bosten
• Brittany Clemons
• Tiffany Constable
• Marisa Hull
• Morgan Joseph
• Pawel Wlodarczyk

Alla Family Nursing Education Scholarship

• Marissa Kolenda

Annabelle Catherine Tunnicliff Coombe 
Memorial Scholarship

• Edith Martinez

Childers/Wolff Memorial Scholarship

• Da’Shon Adamson

Connie Hoyle Memorial Nursing Scholarship

• Katelyn Tharp

Doris and Victor Day Foundation Scholarship

• Raquel Bautista
• Savanna Flowers
• Alisha Keckler
• Pawel Wlodarczyk

Helpenstell Accelerated Nursing Scholarship

• Jessica Baker

Jerry Vande Moortel Memorial Scholarship

• Abigail Ryser

Josephine A. Brandt Memorial Scholarship

• Edith Martinez

Julie Auliff Nursing Scholarship

• Bridget Anderson
• Steven Bartelt
• Sophie Bitwayiki
• Alisha Keckler

Kathy and Eric Crowell Obstetrical Nursing/
Midwifery Scholarship

• Kimberly Beitelspacher

Kay B. Coin Nursing Student Scholarship

• Brittany Clemons
• Kelcie Hohlen
• Kelly Peterson
• Abigail Ryser

King’s Daughters Scholarship

• Prabhjyot Gill
• Katherine Grayson
• Tania Martinez
• Katherine Simmons

Laurie Hauman Endowed Memorial  Nursing 
Scholarship

• Hannah Thomas

Marguerite N. Brooks Nursing Education 
Endowment Scholarship

• Marisa Hull
• Morgan Joseph
• Megyn Moser

Mary Eileen Voss Nursing Scholarship

• Jenna Pladna

Rauch Family Foundation Scholarship

• Nuong Nguyen

Renkiewicz Family Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
Scholarship

• Katherine Grayson

Robert and Julie Blew Annual Nursing 
Scholarship

• Megyn Moser

Robert Schutjer Memorial Scholarship

• Da’Shon Adamson

Robert Schutjer Memorial Scholarship

• Katelyn Tharp

Rock Island County Medical Society Alliance 
Scholarship

• Kaelynn Davis

Roxanne Kramer Student Scholarship

• Kimberly Beitelspacher
• Lauren Delzell
• Jenna Pladna 

Smilja Pokrajac Memorial Scholarship

• Jenay Lindsey

Trinity College Alumni Association Scholarship

• Prabhjyot Gill
• Lauren Delzell
• Jordan Dierickx
• Kelli Fountain

Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences 
Endowment Scholarship

• Da’Shon Adamson
• Bridget Anderson
• Steven Bartelt
• Raquel Bautista
• Nikole Blewett
• Lexis Bragg
• Anna Carano
• Tiffany Constable
• Molly Corbin
• Jordan Dierickx
• Megan Geever
• Kortney Hix
• Brittani-Marie Holmes
• Mackenzie Hughes
• Tara Imler
• Rachel Lemek
• Rebecca Marchesseault
• Tania Martinez
• Foluso Ojo
• Michelle Patton
• Amber Rock
• Brittany Schultz
• Elijah Secor
• Katelyn Tharp
• Alaina  Wiles
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Get the Word Out:
Do you have recent news you would like to share with fellow alumni? Complete the form, and the College will publish it 
in an upcoming newsletter. If you have a photo  for the newsletter, please enclose it with this form. Please note that your 
information may be edited to fit a page in the newsletter.

Include your class and name while enrolled at Trinity or a predecessor school. Print clearly or type. If attaching a photo, please 
clearly identify all people pictured.

Mail the completed form to: 
Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences, 2122 25th Ave. Rock Island, IL  61201 
or e-mail to Lenore.Knock@trinitycollegeqc.edu

This form can be completed online as well at www.trinitycollegeqc.edu/Alumni---Friends/Alumni-Updates.aspx

School Attended:Updated Information: For our records

Birth/Adoption 
Announcement:

General 
News Please attach additional sheets

Marriage 
Announcement:

Name (first, maiden, current last)

Degree(s) & Class Year

Spouse’s Name (first, maiden, current last)

Degree(s) & Class Year

Date of marriage:

Name (first, maiden, current last)                                    Spouse’s Name (first, maiden, current last)

Degree(s) & Class Year                                                                                  Degree(s) & Class Year

Street Address                                                             City                                State                    ZIP

Daytime Phone                                 Evening Phone                                     Cell Phone

Seasonal Address:                                                       City                                State                    ZIP

Mother’s Name (first, maiden, current last)

Degree(s) & Class Year

Father’s Name (first, last)

Baby:                Boy                Girl

Child name (last, first)

Date of birth / Place of Birth

Names of other children

 Franciscan Hospital
 Lutheran Hospital
Moline Public Hospital
 St. Anthony’s Hospital
 United Medical Center
 Trinity Medical Center
 Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences

E-mail Address:

May we post information on the Trinity College 
Website?        Yes            No

What Program:
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Distinguished 
Leadership in 
Health Care 
Award
Trinity College has had a strong 
presence in the Quad City 
community since 1898 when 
our first predecessor school, 
Moline Public Hospital, opened 
their School of Nursing. Over 

time, radiology and respiratory therapy schools opened as 
well at the early predecessor hospitals of St. Anthony’s and 
Lutheran. An aspect of maintaining this rich community 
connection is to recognize individuals who contribute their 
time, knowledge, leadership, and passion to better our 
community. Trinity College makes this public recognition 
through the Distinguished Leadership in Health Care Award.  
To be considered for this award, the recipient must show 
sustained leadership contributions to health care and the 
health of our community. 

Elaine Foht, MSEd, RT(R), is the 2017 recipient of this 
honorary award. Elaine began her career as a practicing X-ray 
technologist, then a radiography program instructor, advanced 
to radiography  program coordinator, and ended her career 
as a higher education administrator, serving as the Director 
of the Health Sciences division at Trinity College of Nursing & 
Health Sciences. She modeled the value of lifelong learning 
throughout her career, both personally and professionally. 

By the time of her retirement in 2008, Elaine had provided over 
25 years of service to the education of health care professionals. 
Elaine began her career at Franciscan Hospital in Rock Island, 
Illinois where she worked as a radiography technologist. In 
1988, Elaine was appointed as the Director of the Radiography 
program at Franciscan Hospital. Elaine worked diligently to   
transition the Franciscan Hospital Radiography program from a 
hospital-based certificate program to a program that followed 
the principles of a higher education program. This included 
planning and preparing for the merger of the Franciscan 
Radiography program with the then United Medical Center 
Schools of Allied Health. This merger of United Medical Center 
with Franciscan Hospital resulted in Trinity Medical Center  and 
is what we now UnityPoint Health-Trinity. With this transition 
and merger, Elaine became the Clinical Coordinator of the 
Trinity Medical Center School of Radiography. In 1998, Elaine 
was appointed as the Radiography Program Coordinator at 
Trinity Medical Center School of Allied Health.

In early 2000, Elaine was instrumental in moving the allied 
health programs, all with roots in our predecessor hospital-

based schools to  degree-granting academic programs.  
This involved further developing the scope of the curricula 
for radiography, emergency medical services, and surgical 
technology from certificate awarding programs to academic 
degree granting programs. In 2003, the Trinity Medical Center 
Schools of Allied Health were granted the authority to award 
associate degrees in radiography, emergency medical services, 
and surgical technology. With this, the College became known 
as Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences.

As the Director of Health Sciences, in 2005,  Elaine led efforts 
for the development, approval, and implementation of the 
Respiratory Care program. In 2007, Trinity College admitted 
their first class of students.

Elaine has contributed immensely to the health of the 
citizens in our area through her work to advance the depth of 
educational preparation and scope of program offerings for 
allied health professionals in the Quad Cities. Congratulations 
Elaine Foht, the 2017 recipient of the Trinity College of Nursing 
& Health Sciences Distinguished Leadership in Health Care 
Award!

DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH CARE AWARD

Ribbon Cutting
Ginger Renkiewicz and son, Michael Renkiewicz, cut the ribbon 
to the Renkiewicz Family Conference Room at Trinity College 
of Nursing & Health Sciences. Ginger Renkiewicz, BSN, MSBA, 
RN is a senior leader at UPH-Trinity. In this role, Ginger serves 
as Executive Vice President, Chief Nursing Executive, and 
Chief Operating Officer for UPH-Trinity. The Renkiewicz Family 
ardently supports the mission of Trinity College, contributing 
to the recent College expansion project and providing a 
nursing scholarship to high achieving BSN students at Trinity 
College each year. Ginger’s son, Michael Renkiewicz, lives in 
Michigan. He comes to the Quad Cities for two weeks each 
spring to volunteer his time and talent at UPH-Trinity. The 
Trinity College community is extremely appreciative to the 
Renkeiwicz Family for their support of Trinity College in its 
dedication to preparing health care professionals for an ever-
changing global community. 

Pictured l to r: Lenore Knock, Anna Nachez, Tracy Poelvoorde, 
Taylor Rodruck, Ginger and Michael Renkiewicz, Valerie 

Reuter, Amy Oak, Marika Jones, Rachel Kirschbaum, Jordan 
Dierickx and Nathan Sondgeroth.
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UnityPoint Health - Trinity 
Foundation & Your Planned Giving
Thank you to Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences (TCNHS) for allowing us to introduce ourselves to you!  We are 
excited to join the Trinity Health Foundation to support the important work of the College.  Below, are excerpts from the 
introduction letters both Elyce and I have mailed many of the generous supporters of Trinity College.

I recently joined the Trinity Health Foundation as the Vice President of Gift Planning. As a current 
donor to the College, thank you for your generosity and I hope you will utilize me as a resource if 
you are considering a new or updated legacy gift in your estate plan.
I am passionate about the mission of Trinity College and take pride in the state-of-the-art teaching 
and learning facility we have in the Quad Cities.  The College continues to meet the needs of 
today’s learners with the private donations and generosity of individuals like you. 

As a father and as a husband, I have a firsthand understanding of the importance of quality, local 
healthcare.  I am married to Jennifer, a Speech Pathologist, and we have two young children. 
I’m originally from a farm in Mendota, Illinois and I graduated from Augustana College in Rock 
Island, Illinois where I earned degrees in economics and geography, and I received my law degree 
from the University of Iowa, College of Law.   I am a member of both the Iowa and Illinois Bar 
Associations.   

My name is Elyce Billany, and I recently started at the Trinity Health Foundation as the new Director 
of Development.  As a native to the Quad Cities (DeWitt, IA) area, I understand the importance of 
Trinity College’s history and the mission that we have to serve our community and create a happier 
and healthier life for our friends, neighbors and loved ones.  My mother, Dona (Peters) Bark, 
Moline Public School of Nursing, Class of 1977 gushes about the way the school supported her 
dreams even in the midst of starting a family (thankfully they did)!   

After her 30+ years of nursing, our extended family now looks at my mother as the designated 
“family nurse.” 

My mother has not only made a difference in the lives of her patients, but also in our family in 
ways that no one else could. I always wanted to grow up to be just like her! Luckily, I now get to 
“teach” the community of the life changing acts of our health care professionals and why they need 
our help to give the best care possible. I hope you will join me in my journey because I think we can 
also have a great time along the way! 

We Are A Resource For You…
Similar to finding your perfect coffee blend, there is a way to blend your personal philanthropy that is right for you. The idea is 
that you make a starting gift with a current gift of cash, securities, or real estate. Then, you find the planned gift method that 
works best for your situation. A “blended gift” provides powerful support for Trinity College.  Hopefully you enjoy learning a 
little bit more about us, and you will give us the opportunity to introduce ourselves to you in person over coffee or lunch.

If you would like to get together with either of us, or if you would like additional information, please feel free to call our office 
at (309-764-7064) or by email at nathan.sondgeroth@unitypoint.org and elyce.billany@unitypoint.org.

Nathan Sondgeroth 
JD-Vice President 
of Gift Planning

Elyce Billany
Director of Development
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Serving as your Alumni Coordinator has many, many perks. 
One in particular is the opportunity to meet alumni one-on-
one and learn what they are all about.  Their passion for their 
careers builds energy in me for my own role. I learn many new 
things as well as broaden my view of the role of health care 
professionals in our communities. For instance, did you know 
that coroners are sworn officers of the law?  That was news 
to me!  Read about my interview with our cover story alumni, 
Melissa Watkins [Harper], RN, Henry County Coroner and Brian 
Gustafson, RN, Rock Island County Coroner.

LK: Can you tell our readers about your career ladder?  
Where did you start, and how did you aspire to a career as 
Coroner?
Ms. Watkins: After graduating from Trinity School of Nursing 
in 1994, I was employed by Mercer County Hospital.  Although 
I started in OB, I also floated occasionally to the ER and I really 
enjoyed this for about five years. Then, I had the chance to 
move to PEDS for another five years before I found myself 
wanting to go back to the ER.  During my career, in addition to 
working at Mercer County Hospital, I was at UnityPoint Health - 

Trinity Medical Center and Hammond Henry Hospital, and now I work at Genesis Medical Center in Silvis, IL. What I really liked 
about working in the ER is there is rarely a dull moment and with the variety of patients and their diverse health concerns, I 
learn something new every day.

What attracted and prepared me for Henry County Coroner was my desire to bring my nursing education and experience to 
this important position. I’m not sure your readers know this, but there is no medical requirement to be a coroner. I strongly 
believe there should be, so here I am bringing my 23+ years of direct patient care to this role in Henry County.

I also chose to run for this position because of personal life experiences my husband and I have had. We lost two of our 
children to accidents. It doesn’t matter if your child is young or if your child is an adult, they are still ‘your baby.’ With both of 
these tragedies, we worked closely with the coroners.  One coroner in particular was a nurse, and she left a lasting impression 
on me that made me want to follow that career path.  Plus, with these personal experiences in my life, I am certain I can relate 
to families in tragic situations. 

Mr. Gustafson: My first job was in outpatient mental health for the Robert Young Center, at UnityPoint Health - Trinity Medical 
Center in Rock Island, Illinois. From there, I transferred to the RYC’s Community Support Program.  This opportunity allowed 
me to work in the community with chronic mentally ill substance abusers (MISA), and I loved it. 

Truth be known, I was a Deputy Coroner before I obtained my ASN in 1996. I knew that I needed to expand my education and 
while working around many registered nurses, I found a great respect and admiration for them. In 2001, I became the Chief 
Deputy Coroner for Rock Island County before being elected to my first term as Coroner in 2008. I have always loved working 
with families, whether in the mental health arena or in the Office of the Coroner.  My RN degree makes me a more efficient 
coroner.

COVER STORY

Alumni  Serving With Passion
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Save the Date  
Alumni Weekend September 23, 2017

All are welcome! Special milestone celebrations will be 
held for classes ending in 5 and 0, including the Class of 
1967 celebrating their 50th reunion, and the Class of 1992 
celebrating their 25th reunion.

Saturday, September 23, 2017
Alumni Dinner Celebration 6:00 p.m.
Check-In & Cash Bar 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
CityView Celebrations at Trimble Pointe
701 12 Street, Moline, IL.  61265 
www.cityviewqc.com

We are in need of a class agent to represent Classes of 1992. 
Please contact us to let us know if you’re interested. 
www.trinitycollegeqc.edu/homecoming.aspx

Class Agent:
 
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing Class of 1967
Class Agent: Sheri [Grafton] Matthews
Contact: sherimatt777@gmail.com  

St. Anthony’s Hospital School of Nursing Class of 1967
Class Agent:
Contact Lenore.knock@trinitycollegeqc.edu

Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses Class of 1967
Class Agent:
Susan [Winge] Morton
563-332-8047
swing46@q.com

Sherry [Hoylman] Sunke
708-349-1558
sherrylee23@aol.com

LK: What are some unexpected lessons you have learned 
from your constituents while in this position?
Ms. Watkins: Serving the residents of Henry County is an 
honor, and I am proud to represent them.  Daily, I work for 
the residents.  I am here to assist them however I can and 
to help during a difficult time. I’ve been in office for four 
months now, since the November 2016 election.  This isn’t 
an easy job, and it can be hard to ‘leave work at work.’ I 
definitely do not just walk away from the scene or someone’s 
house and forget about them.  I plan on making a positive 
difference.

Mr. Gustafson: In 2016, I won my third election, and I believe 
I have the greatest job in the world – being a registered 
nurse who functions as a Medicolegal Death Investigator! I 
use my nursing education every day. With that said, being 
the Coroner of Rock Island County is also the hardest job 
I have ever had.  We as coroners, as well as all nurses, 
sometimes see the absolute worst of humanity. It is difficult 
to see how horrible human beings can treat their fellow 
humans, and this is something we never get used to.  I take 
nothing for granted.  However, having the opportunity to 
work with someone or with an entire family during what 
could be possibly the worst time of their life is incredibly 
challenging. 

As I said, I take nothing for granted, and every day is a 
blessing.  If this job gets easy, I’ll have to find a new passion.

LK: Thank you both for sharing your thoughts with our 
readers and for the fun morning photo shoot outside of 
the entrance to the UnityPoint Health – Trinity Emergency 
Room.

Sigma Theta Tau International 
2017 Honors Induction ceremony
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Betty Skantz [Swanson] MPH-SN 1948, 
celebrated her 90 birthday with an open 
house at Homewood Evangelical Free 
Church on April 23rd.

Sharon Hanna [Anderson], LH-SN 
1956, along with her husband Robert 
celebrated their 50th anniversary with a 
family dinner.

Marvis Hafner [Forbord], LH-SN 1965, 
had a great photo in the Tuesday, 
January 17 Dispatch-Argus on a 
machine at Two Rivers YMCA. Marvis is 
a cancer survivor who exercises daily.

Roberta Prybil, [Hanson] MPH-SN 
1966, and husband Paul celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
March 4th.

JoAnna Johnson, [Howard] MPH-SN 
1966 and husband Lyle celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary with an open 
house reception on April 1st.

Anne VandeMoortel, [Padesky] MPH-
SN 1980, daughter of Virginia Padesky, 
MPH-SN 1949, was recently selected 
as guest columnist for the Dispatch-
Argus, Wednesday Viewpoints. Anne 
joins four others in this honor and we 
look forward to her upcoming articles.  
Congratulations Anne! 

Carrie Walters, LH-SN 1980, recently 
completed her Doctor Nursing Practice, 
in Executive Nursing Leadership from 
Texas Tech University, Health Sciences 
Center of Nursing in Lubbock, TX. 

Rianne Howard, [Wainwright] TCNHS 
2010 recently assumed responsibility 
for leadership of Surgery Mulberry, 
Muscatine, IA in addition to the 
Bettendorf, Moline, and Rock Island 
Surgery Clinics that she currently 
manages.  Congrats Rianne!

Jesus Raya,RN, TCNHS 2011, the 
February 2017 Daisy Award winner.

Kim Chant, BSN, TCNHS Class of 2012 
and current MSN Student, received 
the 100 Great Iowa Nurses award. This 
program recognizes nurses who have 
made meaningful, lasting contributions 
to their patients, colleagues and the 
nursing profession.  Congratulations 
Kim!

Class of 2014 
Thank you, TCNHS RT, Class of 2014 
Class Agent Mackenzie Hughes, , who 
is working in both ultrasound and x-ray 
at UPH- Trinity in Muscatine, for this 
update on classmates:

Angie Brodnax and Lexie DeJonge 
are busy technologists working at ORA 
orthopedics

Breyana Chenoweth- is a Radiation 
Therapist at Trinity Cancer Center- and 
is looking forward to the Center getting 
a new TrueBeam in a month or so!

Ellyn Despain- CT and X-ray 
technologist at UPH- Trinity and is a 
clinical instructor here at Trinity College

Lindsay Gibbs - X-ray and CT 
technologist is at Hammond Henry 
Hospital in Geneseo, IL with ER duties 
working 3rd shift

Ethan Koisti - X-ray technologist in 
Springfield, IL [Say hello to Abe!]

Andrea Lance- Has just finished the 
TCNHS’ BSHS program on May 17, 2017 
and will wait and see where life takes her 
after that! Congratulations new grad!
Amanda Lanning -  is working as an 
MRI technologist at Metro MRI Center at 
the West Campus on 2nd shift

Mariah Naftzger -  Mariah is working 
both X-ray and CT at Morrison 
Community Hospital in Morrison, IL.

Jenna Pence – is a Radiation Therapist 
at OSF Saint Francis Medical Center in 
Peoria, IL., and her job requires that she 
travel to all three centers in Glen Park, 
Morton and Washington, IL.

ALUMNI UPDATES

Alumni Updates 
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In Memory
1945
Miguela Sierra Molina Moore
02.06.17
St. Anthony’s Hospital School of Nursing

1948
Arlene Moore [Larson]
09.07.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1949
Shirley Bengston [Martins]
05.06.17
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1950
Frances McClean [Heston]
10.16.16
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1951
Rita Leaf [Jensen]
02.28.17
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

Shirley Schroeder [Mangels]
12.25.16
St. Anthony’s Hospital School of Nursing

1952
Shirley Graul [Blizek]
09.16.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1953
Joan Tullberg [Ekstrand]
04.09.17
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1954
Ruth Cantrell
02.25.17
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

Patricia Lu Lohse [Bruegger]
01.22.17
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1956
Patricia Hardin [Griffith]
10.30.16
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1960
Janice Braun [Erlandson]
07.13.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

Sally Krause [Knudsen]
09.23.16
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1961
Joyce DeYoung [Atkins]
10.27.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

Judith Kolsrud [Reter]
12.05.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1962
Linda Robb [Peterson]
01.02.17
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1963
Gloria Rasmussen [Winkler]
11.28.16
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1967
Connie Lynch [Peterson]
01.06.17
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1969
Terry LeVan
05.10.17
Lutheran Hospital School of Respiratory Technology

1974
Kimberly Schweitzer [Shipley]
09.09.16
Lutheran Hospital School for Nurses

1980
Gail Prunty
01.01.17
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

1985
Janet Theall [Callahan]
08.07.16
Moline Public Hospital School of Nursing

Faculty
Dorothy Mohr [Barton]
02.18.16
Instructor, St. Anthony’s Hospital School of Nursing

Remembering
Charles McKnight 
Mr Charles McNight started the first Department of Inhalation Therapy at Lutheran Hospital in 
1959. In 1962, he became the 113th Registered Inhalation Therapist worldwide. In 1965, Charlie 
and Drs. Eric Peterson and Joseph Borque started the first Quad City Accredited Respiratory 
Therapy School at Lutheran Hospital. He was also instrumental in the formation of the Illinois 
Society for Respiratory Therapy, an organization which he served as President in 1977. In 1980, 
he was recognized by this organization for outstanding contributions to the field of respiratory 
therapy. After the merger of the Illinois hospitals, Charlie served in various administrative 
positions. At the time of his retirement in December, 1997, he held the position of Chief Operating 
Officer for Trinity Medical Center. 
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Events
New Student Orientation
Monday, May 22, 2017
Wednesday, August 3, 2017

Alumni Weekend
Saturday, September 23, 2017
Alumni Dinner Celebration 6:00 p.m.
CityView Celebrations at Trimble Pointe
701 12 Street, Moline, IL.  61265 
www.cityviewqc.com

Commencement
Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences will 
hold commencement exercises at the
Isle of Capri Ballroom, Bettendorf, IA. 
Program begins at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
Friday, August 18, 2017

2122 25th Avenue
Rock Island, IL 61201
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